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FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.51 pm]: The most valuable information to come out of 
coronavirus is the fact that Australia in general, and Western Australia in particular, is totally dependent on China. 
I only discovered the other week that Alinta Energy is now 100 per cent owned by the Chinese, through a company 
registered in Hong Kong. I have since changed my gas supplier to a Western Australian company. 
Why are the state and federal governments so quick to defend the Chinese? The governments, state and federal, 
have to realise that if the Chinese could get their raw materials from a cheaper supplier, they would drop Australia 
immediately. We have allowed the sale of our agricultural land and our businesses to foreign owners. Why do we 
do this when every other wealthy modern country would not entertain this idea? We are treated like a Third World 
country by China, meanwhile our state and federal governments just choose to look the other way. 
Last Monday, 2 March, the ABC’s 7.30 reported scary statistics about the Foreign Investment Review Board. 
That board is set up solely to protect Australia from predatory foreign investment and takeovers. In 2018, the 
Foreign Investment Review Board reviewed 11 000 proposals, totalling the sum of $163 billion. Believe it or not, 
only five of these proposals were rejected. It is just disgusting, because a large part of this investment was from China. 
The next headline out of the coronavirus is the shortage and panic buying of toilet paper. The mind just boggles 
that our media would allow this ridiculous issue to be front and centre in all the newspapers and on television 
screens while people all over the world are dying. Was this an experiment to see whether they could start panic 
buying of toilet paper? Personally, I would have much rather stocked up on food and water, because without these 
basic necessities we do not need toilet paper. 
We had the perfect opportunity at the beginning to isolate this virus, but, no, the federal government decided to bring 
people back to Australia and isolate them on Christmas Island and at a disused mine in the Northern Territory. 
I have a friend who works at a university in China, and he left to go to the United States of America on holiday 
just as the virus broke. When he tried to go back to China, he was told he could not come back until further notice, 
yet we are begging the world to send us their sick and dying, and we will look after them. They just have to bring 
their own toilet paper! 
This is a wake-up call for the public in all states and territories to contact their politicians and make them aware 
that we want change. We want our manufacturing companies back and we want our heavy industry back. We want 
to create jobs and wealth for Australia instead of supplying China with natural resources and then buying them 
back at a value-added cost to us. 
Meanwhile, our top Labor politicians are enjoying a Chinese meal in Chinatown, Northbridge, showing their support 
for China, and in unison chanting, “Go China! Go Wuhan!”, in Chinese. I was really impressed. I did not realise they 
were bilingual. If members have any doubt about this, they can just go to the Chinese Consul General’s Twitter 
page of 19 February and see for themselves. If they do not have time to do that, they can just ask Hon Pierre Yang. 
He was there along with the Premier, the Minister for Tourism and the Minister for Housing. 
In the beginning, this state was built by resourceful people who went without good quality water and had poor food 
supplies and medical services. We now have people fighting in the aisles of supermarkets over toilet paper. I have 
to ask why the government has allowed this collapse of our social standards to happen. 

House adjourned at 9.56 pm 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 
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